
 

 

GOOD NEWS 

Labyrinth in the lower field, April 2015 

21st Century, Here We Come! 

Living and working in this special place brings constant reminders of Valle 
Crucisô rich history. From the gleam of the freshly waxed hardwood floors in 
the Inn, to the chalkboards in the Annex, to the Apple Barnôs lingering scent 
of hay and echo of leather shoes tapping out the beat of a country dance, this 
place brings us the best memories of our past like nothing else, and is a big 
reason why our guests keep coming back year after year. 

We must keep pace with the times, however, and our Web presence has 
fallen short. While we maintain active Facebook and Twitter pages, our web 
site has become outdated and difficult to navigateða static volume of 
archived materials, rather than a living assistance to our ministry of 
hospitality.  

With the help of a Boone-based web development company and some very 
talented programmers and designers, we are pleased to announce the launch 

of our new site: www.vcconferences.org. 

While it is still a work in progress, and there are 
bells and whistles we will add later on, you can 
check our building availability; see when our 
programs are; check out our different 
accommodation and meeting space options; 
and donate securely online through PayPal.  

Check out www.vcconferences.org and see what wonderful things are 
happening here!  

A Publication of the Valle Crucis Conference Center  June 2015  

In This Issue 

¶ 21st Century 

¶ Thank You! 

¶ 2015 Programs & 

Weekends 

¶ Strawberry Pie & 

Memories 

¶ March on Selma 

¶ Bits & Pieces 

 
 

Board of Directors 
Mary Armstrong 
President 

Diana Mast White  
Treasurer 

Walter Browning 
Secretary 

Jim Andrews 
Jim Banks 
Amy Cole 
Sandy Jones 
Karen Kassinger 
The Rev. Beth Lilly 
The Rev. Dorrie Pratt 
The Rev. Sam Tallman 

Ex-Officio  
The Rt. Rev. G. Porter Taylor 

Bishop, Episcopal 
Diocese of Western NC 

Margaret L. Love 
Executive Director 
Valle Crucis 

Conference Center 

Rev. R. Allan McCaslin 
Holy Cross 

Episcopal Church 

 
 
 

Contact Information 
Valle Crucis 

Conference Center 
P.O. Box 654 

Valle Crucis, NC 28961 
828.963.4453 

www.vcconferences.org 
 

Margaret L. Love 
Executive Director 

director@vcconferences.org 
 

Wendell J. Seaver 
Business Manager 

business@vcconferences.org 
 

Deeply Rooted on 
Sacred Ground 

 
 

 Good News 
2 Quarter 2015 



 

 

2015 Donors 
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ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΗ  

 

4(!.+ 9/5 

Jim Andrews 

Rebecca Baggett 

Maryel Battin 

Polly & Bob Capps 

Rev. Alison Carmody 

Amy W. Cole 
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The Rev. Beth Lilly 
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Sue Manning 

Mast General Store 

Diana Mast White 

Lesley Morgan 

Susan B. Morgan 

North American Academy of 
Pipe & Drum 

The Rev. Dorrie Pratt 

Anne Rawls 

Elizabeth Rucker 

Wendell J. Seaver 

Dan & Carolyn Shepherd 

Sarah Maxfield Smither 

Sue Spirit 

Emmie Stuart 

Rt. Rev. Porter Taylor 

Katerina Whitley 

Want to see your name here?  

We welcome donations of any size. Donate securely on our 

web site at www.vcconferences.org or mail to 

P.O. Box 654, Valle Crucis, NC 28691. 

Honoraria, March - May 2015 

Wendell Seaver by Verdery Kerr 

John Earl by Jane S. Earl 

Rudy Whitley by Stuart & Edie Tugman  

Rt. Rev. Porter Taylor by Chuck Forester 

Matt Talbot Men's Group #140 by John H. Kirkman 
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7ÏÍÅÎ 7ÒÉÔÅÒȭÓ 7ÏÒËÓÈÏÐȡ 
2ÅÔÕÒÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 6ÁÌÌÅ 
4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟ !ÕÇ ςπ - 
3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ !ÕÇ ςσ 
Αςωπ ÆÏÒ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȟ ÍÅÁÌÓȟ ÁÎÄ 
ÌÏÄÇÉÎÇ ɉ#ÏÍÍÕÔÅÒ ÒÁÔÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅɊ 
+ÁÔÅÒÉÎÁ 7ÈÉÔÌÅÙ 

Return to Valle Crucis, or start 
anew, in this intensive 
exploration of the written word. 
You need not have attended a 

previous writersô weekend to enjoy this August 
retreat. Deepen and hone your craft, get to know 
some wonderful women, and enjoy the beauty and 
tranquility of Valle Crucis for a long weekend. 
What could be better? Katerina Whitley is the 
author of 8 books and is a gifted teacher and 
spiritual director. 

Ȱ3ÔÉÌÌ ,ÉÆÅȱ 
&ÒÉÄÁÙȟ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ςυ 
ρπȡππ ÁȢÍȢ - σȡσπ ÐȢÍȢ 
Ατπ ɉÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ ÌÕÎÃÈɊ 
2ÅÂÅÃÃÁ (ÕÓÂÁÎÄ--ÁÙÎÁÒÄ 

"Be still and know that I 
am God." We all know 
and love that verse, but 
how often are we truly 
"still"? Join Rebecca for a 
day apart from routine and 
the daily grind - a time to 
rest, reflect, and rejuvenate as we are "still" long 
enough to listen for the voice of God. We will be 
introduced to various ways of being "still," as well 
as creative spirituality opportunities. Rebecca is 
an ordained Baptist minister and founder of 
Stacking Stones, an ecumenical ministry 
providing retreats and spiritual formation. She 
received a M.Div. from Eastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary.

!ÄÖÁÎÃÅÄ )ÎÔÅÎÓÉÖÅ 
#ÅÎÔÅÒÉÎÇ 0ÒÁÙÅÒ 2ÅÔÒÅÁÔȡ 
$ÅÅÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 3ÉÌÅÎÃÅ 
3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ .ÏÖ ςω - 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ $ÅÃ φȟ ςπρυ 
Αυςπ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ χ ÎÉÇÈÔÓ ÌÏÄÇÉÎÇȟ ÍÅÁÌÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ 

"ÅÃËÙ (ÁÎÎÁÈȟ *ÏÁÎ 2ÉÃÃÉȟ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÖȢ 2ÏÂÅÒÔ #ÏÏË 

This retreat is designed for those who would like a 
more prolonged experience of centering prayer 
and who are interested in entering into the more 
profound levels of spiritual practice in an 
atmosphere of silence, solitude, and community. 

Centering prayer is a silent form of prayer that 
directs a personôs attention toward God. It is a 
prayer form with ancient roots in the mystical and 
monastic tradition of the Christian faith. Centering 
Prayer periods are offered daily, as well as 
opportunities for contemplative worship, individual 
meetings with retreat leaders, hiking the 
Conference Center grounds, walking the labyrinth, 
and time for solitude and reflection. 

Retreat leaders are Becky Hannah, co-coordinator 
of Contemplative Outreach of Western NC, and 
Joan Ricci Thome, presenter of contemplative 
prayer retreats at the Oratory and St. Francis 
Springs Prayer Center in Stoneville, NC. The Rev. 
Robert Cook, Vicar of Christ Church, Walnut 
Grove, NC is spiritual director for the week.  

Due to the length of this retreat, each participant should 
have an established practice of Centering Prayer for at 
least a year. This retreat is limited to the first 20 
registrants. Participants must stay on campus and plan 
to attend the entire retreat. 
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Program registration form can be found at 
www.vcconferences.org and on page 5. You may 
also register for any of our programs by calling 

the office at (828) 963-4453. 
É Leah Perlman www.DharmaComics.com 

http://www.DharmaComics.com


 

 

 

VCCC Recipes 
3ÔÒÁ×ÂÅÒÒÙ 0ÉÅ 
James Andra, VCCC Chef 
ñMy mother makes this pie every year. The custard adds an  
extra something delicious to an early summer favorite.ò 
Makes 2 pies 
 

Ingredients 
For strawberry filling:  
2 1/2 c. water 
2 c. sugar 
5 Tb. cornstarch 
1 3 oz. package strawberry flavored gelatin 
2 quarts fresh strawberries, sliced 
 

For custard:     Serve with:  
1 Tb. sugar      Whipped cream 
1 Tb. cornstarch    Mint leaf garnish 
Pinch of salt 
1 beaten egg yolk 
1 c. milk or heavy cream 
1 tsp. vanilla 
 

2 9-inch pie shells 
 

¶ Preheat oven to 400Ü. Line pastry shell with a double thickness of heavy-duty foil. Bake at 
400Á for 8 minutes. Remove foil; bake 5 minutes longer. Cool on a wire rack. 

¶ Heat the water, sugar, and cornstarch for the strawberry filling in a medium saucepan, stirring 
until dissolved. Bring to a gentle boil; cook and stir for 2 minutes or until thickened. Remove 
from the heat; stir in gelatin until dissolved. Refrigerate for 15-20 minutes or until slightly 
cooled. Add strawberries and fold gently to coat. Set aside. 

¶ For custard: mix the sugar, cornstarch, and salt with the egg and milk or cream, and heat 
gently. Stir constantly until thickened. Take off the burner and add vanilla.  

¶ Let custard cool 
and spread in the 
bottom of pie 
shells. Cool com-
pletely before 
adding berries. 

¶ Arrange halved 
berries on the top 
of the pies in a 
design. Serve with 
whipped cream 
and garnish with 
mint, if desired. 

Auchmuty Hall (the Inn) and Auxiliary Hall (now the Annex) ca. 1911) 
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